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	February 2020 Newsletter
Hi, for the first time for 2020, from the MCF Office,

Happy New Year doesn’t seem the right thing to say with all the devastation around Australia in the recent past but within all the devastation there are stories that bring joy to my soul. One of my favourite stories is of a gentleman on the beach at Mallacoota in Vic as the fire raged toward the beach. I heard him on the ABC radio a day or so after the fire storm had passed talking about his experience. The version I heard had him say that he was a devout atheist but that he now firmly believes in God. He told of how the fire storm was headed straight for the town and toward those sheltering on the beach. It looked like nothing could stop it from destroying everything, including them. They knew the wind wasn’t meant to change, and even if it did, it would come too late for them…..and then a strange thing happened. He said he started praying, along with a number of others on the beach, and in what he described as ‘it could have only been the hand of God’, something started holding/blowing the fire back. Many on the beach who weren’t believers in God could hear the prayers and today they say to anyone who will listen; it was the prayers and God who saved us. What a wonderful witness of the love and power of our God, answering prayer, preforming miracles in today’s world, and that through all the sadness and devastation, He is being worshiped and glorified and people are coming to know Jesus as their Saviour. I, as I’m sure you have too, have heard of many, many remarkable stories from the fire grounds across all parts of Australia, of the many miracles and also of the great witnessing opportunities that have been made available to ready to receive open ears. (For the true and full story of the above see:  https://www.eternitynews.com.au/australia/prayer-saved-thousands-in-mallacoota-claims-atheist/) 
There are a number of ADF Chaplains, along with other Chaplains and Military Ministries and ADF Christians who, when able to, are also sharing God’s Word while comforting and supporting those in need. In today’s e-News please read the info from the Bible Society and others that may be of assistance to you, those you know and your Church in relation to the natural disasters of late, free bibles and looking after yourself and your family and friends. Feel free to share the info.
It’s been an interesting start to 2020 with fire, drought, floods, storms, hail and dust but in it all I can see God’s Hand at work. If you’ve been affected in any way, hang in there. Remember you are never alone, God is walking by your side. Keep talking to Him! And don’t forget to talk to those around you, especially your fellow Christians, both within and beyond Defence. Thank you to you all for your prayers during this time…..keep them going! (There are some ADF disaster support related prayers in this month’s attached prayer calendar.)
I pray that God will protect your body, mind and soul, especially those of you involved with bushfire and disaster relief support, and I also pray that I can serve each one of you better in 2020. I look forward to meeting with many of you and/or hearing from you. Remember the MCF Exec and Office is here to support you, so send in requests, suggestions etc any time. Please let us know if there is anything MCF can do to support you or others affected by the fires or who are helping on the fire grounds. Nothing is too small or not worth a mention, and I love hearing from you! mcf.office@defence.gov.au 
God Bless and keep you and yours safe and firm in your faith as we step into whatever the rest of 2020 has in store for us.
Blessings,                                                                                                   
      Julie (MCF Staff Worker)

	Thoughts….and Food for the Soul
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Prayer is the Key to Unlock All Good Things – Part 2
by MCF-A Member Rep Sam Hays

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. Philippians 4:6

In the last MCF newsletter, I shared a brief testimony of God answering prayer in my workplace and that the recipients of the prayer became aware of God answering their need through the prayer. I call this prayer evangelism; the reality and power of God being made evident to people through answered prayer.  In the lead up to our 10th National Day of Prayer for Defence in 2020, here is another testimony of God answering prayer at RAAF Williamtown.

About ten years ago the Swine Flu epidemic was sweeping through Australia. A 4yr old local boy named Ezekiel (whose dad was Air Force reserve) was diagnosed with Swine Flu and Croup, and he was in a critical condition intensive care. The prognosis for young children recovering from this severe flu strain with complications was not good.  A prayer request was issued to all Christians on base to pray for Ezekiel (along with local churches). Within a week, young Ezekiel was home and doing well.  Praise God!  Many people became aware of Ezekiel’s amazing recovery as a result of God answering our collective prayers.

I want to encourage you to find one other Christian at work and begin praying for local needs you become aware of in the work place. It’s exciting and rewarding to watch God respond to practical prayers for local needs at work.  It’s also exciting when the recipient acknowledges that God has answered their need through your prayer!

	SAVE  THE  DATE

	National Day of Prayer for Defence 2020

For the National Day of Prayer for Defence 2020 the MCF Exec are strongly encouraging all Christian Churches across Australia to be involved in some way on the weekend of 28-29 March 2020, even if they already have a dedicated Sunday for Defence. The Exec are asking you to help publicise the event to churches in your area and encourage the worship leaders at your church to host something either for your congregation or for the whole church community in your area. Also don’t forget to do something at your MCF group, Defence Base or work area on that weekend or preferably in the week preceding or invite Defence members to your church’s event. 
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The Australian National Day of Prayer for Defence turns 10 this year. It
encourages all Christians who have a heart to pray for Defence to join
together in uplifting the Australian Defence Organisation to God.

Groups and Churches across Australia will pray either on the weekend
or generally in the week preceding

Closer to the date there will be 2 downloadable prayer booklet ~ this can be adapted to
your local setting. It includes prayer for deployed personnel, those who have returned
with physical, mental and spiritual injuries, defence leadership and culture, amongst
other things

Organise a group to pray ~ It can be as simple as adding prayer points to your
regular Small Group meeting, your Church having special prayers during worship
‘and/or recognising and praying for any Defence members/families in the congregation,
o you could host a special prayer meeting at home or work. ¥ou don't nced to be part
of Defence to be involved

For more info or to host a gathering contact: or phone 02
6266 4950.





Why not host something at work and at your church!

Please download the Save the Date flyer and advertise it at your work, church and other Christian gatherings and start organising your event now. 
The Prayer Service booklet will be out mid Feb. Download the Save the Date flyer and spread the word.
FLYER:   http://mcf-a.org.au/events/save-date-national-day-prayer-defence-28-march-2020/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DCO welcome events
Can you help spread the word about MCF in your location?

Look out for your local MCF Reps and Chaplains at the upcoming DCO welcome events. If there is an event happening near you and it’s not too late to do so you many like to host a table or work with the local Chaplains to spread the word about MCF in your area. 

Please contact the MCF office if you need assistance, material posted to you to take with or if you have any questions. mcf.office@defence.gov.au 

	MCF Group news

	RAAF Pearce in WA is starting an MCF group and helping support pilot trainees moving to 2FTS. If you work on RAAF Pearce, are moving there or know someone who is, please contact FLTLT Justin Hayter for details. 

Email:  justin.hayter@defence.gov.au     Phone  (08) 9571 5135 (or mcf.office@defence.gov.au) 

Justin is also looking for people who work with pilot trainees at other Bases to connect with him to help coordinate support and ideas.
RAAF East Sale in Vic meet at the Base Chapel on Wednesday mornings at 0700 till around 0745 (come and go as you need) for Bible readings and prayer. All are most welcome to attend. Please contact SQNLDR Charles Tomlinson or FLTLT(3) Paul Robson for more details.

If you would like to advertise your group in the e-News, or would like information about starting or attending a group in your area, please contact the MCF office. mcf.office@defence.gov.au

	Other items of potential interest

	Would you like to work on updating the MCF-A Constitution and look at the wording in the MCF-A Statement of Belief?

Expressions of interest are being sought from across Australia to be part of a small committee (max 6) to look at both of these documents before the 2020 AGM. If you would like to be involved, or to find out more, please contact the MCF office by 1 March 2020. mcf.office@defence.gov.au
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bushfire, Disaster and Grief information: for those affected, and for those who know and/or help them
Out of the last Canberra and Black Saturday fires came some great info and booklets on self-care for those affected by the fires and those who know or assist them. Some websites with links to this info, including how to look after your mental health, was found via this material. Please have a look and pass on any information to family, friends and Churches as added resources during so much devastation across Australia.

https://www.phoenixaustralia.org/ (Many great downloads including info on some ADF studies)
https://www.grief.org.au/ACGB/ACGB_Publications/Resources_for_the_Bereaved/Bushfire_Bereaved.aspx
How to help kids trust Jesus in a time of crisis – Youthworks   https://youthworks.net/articles/how-to-help-kids-trust-jesus-in-a-crisis 
The Grief Journey: How to do it well

Due to the current droughts and bushfires across Australia the following article on the MCF-A website serves as a timely reminder for those going through grief of various kinds and those who are supporting them. It was first published on the MCF-A website in October 2010.
http://mcf-a.org.au/articles/grief-journey/  by Pastor Anne Iuliano

Bibles for fire affected areas

The entire world has been hearing about the catastrophic bushfires which have been burning across Australia since Christmas. It is hard to take in the magnitude of the damage being done. Bible Society is grateful for the expertise and passion of Australia’s first responders who have put their own lives at risk day after day to defend communities.
While Bible Society is not a first responder during disasters such as this, we recognise we play a significant part in supporting people’s spiritual lives, as they come face-to-face with death, fear, survivor guilt and so much more. This is why we are supporting churches, chaplains and other local partners working in affected areas by replacing Bibles and providing Scripture resources alongside emergency needs.
If you are in or are serving bush fire affected communities and require Bibles or Scripture resources alongside other emergency needs, then please get in touch with us by filling in the form found via this link: https://www.biblesociety.org.au/relief/?utm_source=WBSR&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=M0063 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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You can now find MCF on ForceNet

Please let the MCF office know if you have upcoming events or news you would like to post on ForceNet. This is a work in progress and will have more content as more people follow MCF.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Don’t forget to send in book or film reviews you think MCF members and supports may enjoy, especially if they have a military association.



	Prayer Calendar

	Please pray for MCF that we’d be a light of witness in the ADO environment. The attached prayer calendar can provide some points.  

To put forward prayer points for inclusion in the calendar please email the MCF Prayer Coordinator Dr Brendan Pell: brendan.pell@dst.defence.gov.au 

You can also send through prayer points to be sent to our prayer warriors.


	MEMBERSHIP

	Membership is free and ongoing.

Members can Update details here
MCF is supported through freewill donations of its members. Please look at Supporting MCF in prayer, with your time and through financial support. Note that donations (over $2) to MCF are tax deductible.

If you are keen to support MCF in such ways you may like to sign up as a Centurion.
Have you moved?

Have you moved?

You can update your details here http://mcf-a.org.au/update-contact-details/
Crossfire Magazine

Stay tuned for the next edition of the Crossfire Mag due out early 2020. The current edition of Crossfire can be found at:  http://mcf-a.org.au/resources/crossfire-magazine/ along with other great articles.

Contact Us

Contact us: We’d love to hear from you

Campbell Park Offices, CP3-1-160, 
Northcott Drive, CAMPBELL, ACT 2612.

Phone: 02 6266 4950

Website: mcf-a.org.au      Email:mcf.office@defence.gov.au 
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 If you would no longer like to receive MCF correspondence please let us know at mcf.office@defence.gov.au 
 




